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Chair Letters 

Melilah Sinclair 
Dear delegates,  

Welcome to the ECOSOC committee! 

My name is Melilah, and I’m a student at Atid Lod High School. 

I’ve been in MUN since the 7th grade and have participated in 8 conferences so 

far. 

I love MUN and strongly believe in its goals and values. Participating in various 

conferences has given me many life skills and amazing experiences, from which I 

have learned a lot, and enjoyed very much.  I hope your MUN experience in our 

committee will be as fun and as positive as mine has been! 

If you have any questions at all, please feel free to contact me - 

melilah.sinclair@gmail.com or 0532297174 

I look forward to seeing you all at the conference!   

Yours,  

Melilah Sinclair 
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Guy Alkoby 

Dear delegates, 

My name is Guy Alkoby and I will be your chair. I am 17, living in Tel Aviv, and 

studying at Atid Lod High. I love all kinds of music. I have been playing the guitar 

for about 3 years and moved to a bass guitar in the past year. My hobbies are 

pretty simple… I like partying and being with my friends, skating, and studying, of 

course. 

I started MUN two years ago with my first conference being YachadMUN 2019, 

and since then I have taken part in about 10 conferences and this will be my 

second time chairing. 

I wanted you to know that as an introverted person. I too felt the stress before a 

conference, the excitement and thrill when you pass a resolution, when you win 

and when you lose. These feelings have shaped me and that is the reason I do 

MUN for. A committee is one of the safest places you can be in. A place where 

you can act like someone else but still be expressing your perception of basically 

everything. 

I am here for you so that you could have the most amazing and positive 

experience of ATIDMUN and feel free to send me an email whenever you need 

it! See you soon :) 

Sincerely yours, Guy 

alkobyguy@gmail.com 
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Topic 1: The Influence of COVID-19 on 

Refugees 

The Challenge 

The coronavirus pandemic (COVID-19) has spread across the world, infecting 

over 60 million people and taking the lives of more than one million. The world’s 

79.5 million people forced to flee their homes due to conflict and persecution 

constitute one of the most vulnerable population groups.  

Anyone can contract COVID-19, but the pandemic has affected certain 

populations disproportionately. Due to limited testing, the exact number of 

COVID-19 cases among people forced to flee remains unknown. But in addition 

to the health threats, forcibly displaced people have faced particularly difficult 

economic and social challenges associated with the pandemic.  

The spread of COVID-19 has devastated many countries’ health and economic 

systems and disrupted the education of more than a billion children. This has been 

particularly true for developing countries, which host 85 percent of the world’s 

refugee population. Providing forcibly displaced people with adequate healthcare 

and maintaining their social and economic wellbeing presents a challenge for host 

countries and the international community. 

What we do now will determine how and for how long the pandemic disrupts our 

lives. Governments, organizations, and communities must do all they can to 

protect the rights and the health of everyone, including refugees if we are to stop 

the spread of the virus and successfully rebuild. Thus, including the forcibly 

displaced in identifying and implementing solutions is in everyone’s best interest. 
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Impact of COVID-19 on Refugees 
Health 

Refugee communities have faced critical challenges in following recommended 

risk reduction practices: 

 Many refugees live in poor urban areas (60 percent of refugees live in 

cities) or densely populated camps with inadequate health infrastructure, 

making physical distancing very difficult.  

 The lack of access to face masks, protective gear, clean water, and soap 

makes refugees more vulnerable to COVID-19.  

 Refugees have limited access to public health services. For example, Syrian 

refugees in Lebanon cannot access health facilities without providing 

identification documents, which is often an issue since most refugees in 

Lebanon are undocumented. 

 Refugee populations often lack the funds to obtain adequate treatment if 

infected with the virus. 

Economic Inclusion 

The pandemic has exacerbated the monetary challenges that refugees face on a 

daily basis. Total or partial lockdowns have prevented refugees from earning their 

daily income, especially since many refugees do not have stable jobs. The decrease 

in the income of refugees is also an obstacle to getting adequate treatment if 

infected with COVID-19. While refugees have the right to work under 

international law, half of the refugees are not allowed to work in their country of 

refuge and COVID-19 has exacerbated the situation.  

Including refugees in the economies of their host countries is widely recognized as 

an effective way of increasing their independence, boosting the economic health 

of local communities, and restoring dignity to forcibly displaced people who have 

lost most (and perhaps all) of their possessions and livelihoods.  
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Rebuilding Lives  

After fleeing war or persecution, the opportunity to work and earn a living is one 

of the most effective ways people can rebuild their lives with dignity and in peace. 

UNHCR puts economic inclusion at the heart of several of its core principles, 

including protection, equality, access, and sustainability. Through safe work, 

people forced to flee can meet their families’ basic needs, maintain their dignity, 

improve their self-reliance and resilience, and contribute to society – which is 

what they want. 

Safety 

Safe employment also gives refugees the means to meet their own needs without 

resorting to negative coping mechanisms, such as finding work in the grey and 

black economies or putting their children to work. It also protects them from 

exploitation by criminal organizations, as well as reducing the likelihood of 

onward movement in search of work elsewhere. 

Economic Growth  

Many studies show that refugees can boost the economy of the countries that host 

them, even in low to middle-income countries. In Kenya, for example, UNHCR 

worked with the World Bank Group on a study that found that the 180,000 

refugees in and around Kakuma camp were contributing to an economy worth 

US$56 million a year, sparking a program to encourage more private-sector 

investment.  

Gender equality 

Employment and entrepreneurship also have a role to play in gender equality and 

protection. Women with an income – and who have a physical workplace to go to 

– are better protected against gender-based violence, are more independent, and 

better able to provide for and protect their families. Female refugees who work 
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also do not have to rely on an income from their children working on the streets, 

enabling them to attend school instead. Yet according to a 2018 report by the 

Georgetown Institute for Women, Peace, and Security, in the 36 countries 

classified by the World Bank as fragile and conflict-affected states, only 4 in 10 

women are in paid work, compared to 7 in 10 men. 

Mental Health 

Refugees and the displaced already struggle with the trauma of fleeing war, 

violence, persecution, and discrimination. The stress and fear of contracting 

COVID-19 or losing their livelihoods as well as the isolation and loneliness 

experienced during lockdowns have exacerbated mental health issues. 

Access to Asylum 

Seeking asylum is a human right but has been under attack as countries work to 

contain the virus. At the peak of COVID-19, 168 countries fully or partially closed 

their borders and around 100 of those countries did not make an exception for 

individuals seeking asylum. Individuals have in some cases been forced to return 

to danger and persecution. UNHCR ‘s position is that governments can protect 

their countries against the pandemic while ensuring access to fair asylum. 

Education 

The future of millions of young refugees living in vulnerable and marginalized 

communities is in danger if no immediate action is taken to overcome the effects 

of the pandemic on refugee education.  

Refugee girls are, particularly at risk. The Malala Fund estimates that half of all 

refugee girls in secondary school will not return when schools reopen at the start 

of the 2020 school year as a result of the pandemic.  

Refugee children in many parts of the world already face discrimination when it 

comes to education. The spread of COVID19 is forcing many countries to close 
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schools and limit numbers in classrooms. Refugees should not be forgotten when 

countries address the needs of school children during the pandemic– for example 

by offering remote schooling. If schools close, all children must be able to return 

when they reopen. This means supporting families so that parents never have to 

choose whether to send a child to school or send them to work to keep their 

family from going hungry. 

Responses and Solutions 
UNHCR 

UNHCR has focused on responding to the health and economic needs of 

refugees. UNHCR has been the lead UN agency in “advocating and ensuring that 

refugees, migrants, IDPs, people of concern and host population groups who are 

particularly vulnerable to the pandemic receive COVID-19 assistance.” 

 UNHCR is distributing soap, shelter material, and other core relief items.  

 UNHCR is expanding cash assistance to mitigate the socio-economic 

impact of COVID-19. 

 UNHCR is enhancing monitoring to ensure the rights of refugees people 

are respected.  

 UNHCR is advocating for the inclusion of refugees in national health 

systems and recovery plans.  

 UNHCR also supports governments with medical equipment and supplies. 

Governments 

During the pandemic, refugee-hosting governments can play a key role in 

facilitating the protection of forcibly displaced people from COVID-19. 

 Governments can facilitate the access of refugees to doctors, hospitals, and 

healthcare. For example, in Thailand, in 2013, all migrants and refugees 

were given access to health coverage regardless of their legal status.  
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 Governments can protect refugees from the economic impact of the 

pandemic by including them in their economic recovery plans.  

 Governments can maintain refugees’ right to territory, asylum, shelter, and 

resettlement. For example, Portugal granted asylum seekers full citizenship 

rights during the COVID-19 outbreak, and their rights of health were 

subsequently maintained. 

Rights 

Entrepreneurship is just one aspect of “economic inclusion”. To thrive in 

business and the labor market, refugees also need reassurance that they have the 

same rights as locals when it comes to access to services, administrative processes, 

and legal rights and protections. Otherwise, the danger arises that refugees will 

split off into separate or parallel economic ecosystems.  

A list of rights that would enable refugees to work would include the granting of 

work permits, the right to own property, ending restrictions on foreign ownership 

of businesses, and permitting investment in refugee businesses from abroad (for 

example, from personal contacts and networks in their home countries, or from 

other overseas private-sector supporters). 

World Health Organization 

The World Health Organization (WHO) signed an agreement with UNHCR in 

May 2020 to boost the provision of health services to forcibly displaced and 

stateless people. 

 WHO has been working with governments across the world to ensure that 

supply chains of medical equipment are reaching all communities, 

including refugees, internally displaced people & stateless people.  

 WHO offices in countries with large refugee populations, such as Lebanon, 

Turkey, and Thailand, have joined efforts with ministries of health to 
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monitor cases and ensure the protection of refugees and the overall 

community from COVID-19.  

 WHO raises awareness of health and safety practices. For example, WHO 

has conducted a 9-day COVID-19 awareness campaign in Iraq’s Kurdistan 

region, which hosts one million displaced people (refugees and IDPs), in 

cooperation with the Ministry of Health. 

Business 

Businesses can also support refugees during the COVID-19 pandemic and have a 

key role to play in supporting their economic inclusion. 

 Businesses can employ and train refugees. During the pandemic, global 

companies have joined the Tent Partnership for Refugees, a network of 

130 major private businesses, to hire refugees, support refugee 

entrepreneurs or create financial services that are more accessible to 

refugees. Another example is the Association of German Chambers of 

Commerce, which has joined forces with the government to establish a 

network of more than 2,000 companies, including many small and medium 

enterprises, to help refugees integrate into the labor force. 

 Businesses provide vital support by giving funds and in-kind donations as 

well as a wide range of technologies and goods that can facilitate refugees’ 

access to the job market. For example, Sony corporations donated 3 

million dollars through their relief fund for COVID19.  

 Businesses can help raise awareness of the situation of refugees. For 

example, H&M and WeTransfer have used their channels to share 

messages of solidarity. 

Refugees 

All over the world, refugee communities are showing solidarity in response to 

COVID-19. 
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 Refugee doctors and scientists are stepping up to contribute to the health 

emergency response. Lubab al-Quraishi, an Iraqi refugee in the United 

States stepped in to work in the frontline when New Jersey allowed 

internationally trained medical workers to help the city fight COVID-19.  

 Refugees also play a critical role in sharing accurate information and 

contributing to prevention efforts in their communities. In the Dadaab 

refugee camp in Kenya, COVID-19 information is disseminated by 

refugees through Radio Gar Gar radio programs, which reach more than 

100,000 listeners.  

 Refugees have set up support groups to help older people and have cooked 

meals for health care workers on the front lines of fighting this 

pandemic.                                                      

Community Support 

Integrating into a new country and finding employment, on top of recovering 

from the traumatic experience of fleeing war and persecution, can be extremely 

difficult. Host communities and NGOs play an important role in supporting the 

local integration of refugees and helping them access the job market. Community 

support can take the form of legal advice, language courses, support with writing 

CVs and preparing for interviews, access to computers for job search, and so on. 

Questions to Consider 
 How can we expand the rights of refugees to access the labor markets of 

their host countries?  

 How can we convince businesses to play their part in supporting the 

economic inclusion of refugees? What are the obstacles and how can they 

be overcome?  

 How can governments in refugee-heavy regions balance the need to 

support refugees with the needs of their own citizens when it comes to 

employment and business? How can the private sector help in this regard?  
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 How can we tackle the unfounded fear that refugees present an economic 

threat? How can we counter political narratives that perpetuate this? 

  What are the priorities for supporting the economic inclusion of refugees in 

resettlement countries, such as Germany or the USA, as opposed to hosting 

countries, such as Lebanon or Bangladesh?  

 In host countries, what are the priorities for supporting the economic 

inclusion of refugees living in camps (40 percent) as opposed to urban 

areas (60 percent)?  

 How can we better link up schools and universities where refugees are 

studying with future employers? 

 How do we ensure refugees have access to the latest health and safety 

guidance? How can we involve refugees in the dissemination of health 

information in their communities?  

How can the right of seeking asylum be protected during the COVID-19 

pandemic?  

 How can health services be expanded to refugees in host countries who are 
themselves struggling with the pandemic? How to improve refugees’ access 
to hospitals and doctors?  

 How do we create better conditions in refugee camps to ensure social 

distancing?  

 How can refugees be protected from the economic impact of the 

pandemic?  

 How do we ensure refugees get access to a vaccine when it becomes 

available? 

 How can we work against xenophobia, fear, and misunderstanding so 

refugees are welcomed, not shunned? 
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Further Reading 
 Situation COVID-19 

 As coronavirus spreads, refugee doctors want to join the fight 

 Global Humanitarian Response Plan for COVID-19The impact of COVID-

19 on refugee education – UNHCR Deutschland 

 COVID-19 and refugees  

 GLOBAL COVID-19 EMERGENCY RESPONSE 28 July 2020 UNHCR COVID-

19 Preparedness and Response 

 

Topic B: Promoting Sustainable and Resilient 

Urban Habitats 

Background to the Topic 

Urbanization and Population Growth 

According to the Britannica Encyclopedia, urbanization is defined as the process 

by which large numbers of people become permanently concentrated in relatively 

small areas, forming cities. As time progresses, more and more people find 

themselves moving from rural areas to cities, which continue to grow. Today, over 

55% of the Earth’s population lives in urban areas. It is expected that this number 

will rise to 70% by 2050. 
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Figure 1: Urbanization over time (taken from “Our World in Data”) 

Urbanization is an inevitable process in the modern world. After the 

industrial revolution cities have become a critical hub of financial activities 

in every country, from the poorest to the richest. The logic behind the 

formation of cities is very clear – a concentration of business activities in a 

small and confined area allows them to work better together, have better 

access to various resources and services and reduce their expenses based on 

“economies of scale.” It is also natural that workers would prefer to live 

nearby their workplace.  

Alongside urbanization, population growth has also been a significant 

process that has been taking place since the beginning of humankind to the 

19th century and after the fracturing of the “Malthusian Trap.” 

Improvements in healthcare and medicine have contributed to the reduction 

in child mortality rate and an increase in the average lifespan, thereby 

causing an exponential increase in population. 
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Figure 2: The world’s population over time (taken from “Our World in 

Data”) 

Population growth and urbanization are two deeply interlinked phenomena 

– population growth greatly contributed to the formation of cities, which 

can house vast amounts of people in a relatively small area. Even so, 

population growth may result in the overpopulation of cities, which can 

cause a variety of damages.  

Cities: A Short Historical Briefing 

Cities have always been the center of economic activities, from medieval times, 

when cities housed many markets that were the very essence and core of financial 

activities. To this day, most of the wealth is made in bright shiny offices situated 

in tall and awe-inspiring skyscrapers. 
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The turning point for cities came in the industrial revolution when people traded 

their plow and their horses for their spot on a factory’s production line. Factories 

were often located in the outskirts of cities, to remain close to retail shops and to 

be close to large population concentrations, which made it easier for employers to 

find a large number of workers. Factories drew people into the cities, and thus 

began a rapid increase in urbanization. 

Urbanization has put a lot of pressure on cities, causing many of them to become 

overcrowded. Thus, living in an overcrowded city in the 18th century became a 

very unpleasant experience – many cities had plagues, poor health conditions, 

sanitation problems, high crime rates, air pollution, etc. Yet, many people simply 

had no other choice, since there were very scarce job opportunities outside cities, 

and going back to agriculture was unreliable and unprofitable. 

As time progressed and cities became more powerful and successful, these cities 

received more businesses, which further increased overcrowding. As a result, the 

aforementioned problems were further aggravated, and living conditions in these 

cities became far worse. Wealthier people who wanted to stay close to the city 

without having to tolerate its dire living conditions began settling just outside 

cities, thus creating the modern suburbs. 

Over time, most cities in the western world have successfully generated enough 

wealth which enabled them to adapt and to find solutions to their problems. For 

example: better policing fought crimes, sewage systems improved sanitary 

conditions, cities expanded and built new districts in order to reduce 

overcrowding, etc. On top of that, cities have developed intricate, extensive, and 

efficient transportation networks and many public services and facilities such as 

gardens, parks, pedestrian-only areas, public squares, etc. 

After cities became much more favorable places to live in, their popularity further 

increased, causing more and more people to move from the countryside to cities 

and suburbs. In addition, suburbs further expanded and became more accessible 

for the middle class.  
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Figure 3: Distribution of the USA population by living areas (taken from PEW 

Research Center) 

At first, urbanization was mostly a European phenomenon, but it had ultimately 

spread to all corners of the world, including the poorest countries in the world. 

Although, many cities in LEDCs lack much of the infrastructure that European 

cities have developed or have an infrastructure that is quite lacking in its scope or 

quality. 
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Current Situation 

Urban Sustainability  

According to the U.N.’s Brundtland report of 1987, sustainable development is 

“development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the 

ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” Such a broad definition can 

mean a variety of things to a variety of people. In short, urban sustainability 

tackles the issues of “environmental protection, economic viability, and social 

equity.” To be considered sustainable, both economic and social growth must not 

damage the environment. 

The main goal of urban sustainability is to create a city with the smallest ecological 

footprint possible. By producing minimal pollution, effectively utilizing land, and 

recycling, a city may make the least amount of negative impact on climate change. 

Still, not much is currently done, and cities continue being large polluters. Beyond 

just destroying the environment, the pollution in cities harms the people living in 

them. Megacities such as Beijing, have such bad pollution that it is unsafe for 

people to breathe in the air outside. Over 5.5 million premature deaths occur each 

year because of air pollution. 

Air Pollution 

Cities and air pollution go hand in hand. Air pollution is generated due to 

increased traffic, increased electricity consumption, industrial areas, etc. 

Additionally, air pollution in cities is not entirely a new phenomenon, or solely a 

characteristic of LEDCs.  

The great smog of London, which occurred in 1952, was perhaps one of the first 

and most notable events of air pollution in history. A combination of multiple 

pollution sources with the cold December weather in London, some fog, and little 

to no wind caused the air pollution to mix with the fog, thereby creating a thick 

layer of smog that remained in London for 5 days. This event caused at least 8000 
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fatalities, while some estimates believe actual numbers may reach 12 thousand 

fatalities. This event has encouraged public discussion regarding air pollution, 

increased public awareness of it, and has created anti-pollution laws both in 

London and in other western countries. 

 Nowadays, air quality in many cities, most western countries, has dramatically 

improved, however many other cities, mostly in LEDCs, remain far ahead. 

 

Figure 4: Air pollution over time in London and New Delhi (taken from “Our 

World in Data”) 

Reducing air pollution is very expensive – whether replacing gasoline and diesel-

powered buses with electric buses, trains, or metros, using renewable energies, or 

requiring private factories to take anti-pollution measures.  

As a result, many LEDCs are hesitant to fully embrace a green approach, and for 

many of them, it seems as if they must choose between economic growth or a 

green environment. In contrast, developed nations are often far more interested to 

invest in the environment, since they have more available funds, which are usually 
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not required to improve public services to the same extent as LEDCs. Moreover, 

awareness of LEDCs is not as well developed compared to developed nations. 

However, with that in mind, pollution per capita is still considerably higher in 

developed nations compared to LEDCs (as can be seen in figure 5). 

 

Figure 5: CO2 emissions per capita globally (taken from “Our World in Data”) 

Transportation 

While some evidence claims that public transportation may be far older, urban 

public transportation, as we know it today, emerged after the invention of the 

omnibus, in 17th century Paris. While the completion of the first underground train 

(commonly known as subway or metro), was in 19th century London. 

Public transportation can be both a blessing and a curse in terms of sustainability 

and pollution. A well-organized and efficient public transportation system can 

help reduce traffic in city centers, discourage car ownership, and promote 
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pedestrian-only zones. A good example of a city that got rid of cars for public 

transportation is Madrid which at the end of the 20th century banned cars from its 

city center and built a system of underground tunnels instead. This very central 

area of Madrid is also well interconnected to the city’s underground system. 

The city of Bogota is an example of a poorer city that managed to upgrade its 

public transportation system by introducing hybrid and electric buses. By 

advocating a separate lane for said buses, they allowed buses to skip traffic making 

them quite attractive. The new buses transport 1.7 million people each day, saving 

a considerable amount of fuel and reducing carbon emissions. 
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Figure 6: Pedestrian only Madrid (taken from enrg.io) 

However, public transportation systems heavily reliant on buses that are powered 

by fossil fuels can be an added pressure on the city’s road infrastructure, and may 

further increase traffic and pollution.  

Furthermore, cities whose public transportation systems are not elaborate enough 

can encourage entering the city centers with cars. That can cause traffic jams in 

the city, and thus dramatically increase air pollution. 

One solution for tackling the problem of cars entering the city center is P+R (park 

and ride) initiatives, which are subsidized parking lots located outside the city 

center that are comfortably connected to the city center by public transportation. 

Usually, the ticket price for using public transportation covers the price of parking 

as well. In addition, Congestion pricing, a fee that must be paid to access city 

centers, is also on the rise worldwide. 

 

Figure 7: CO2 emissions from transportation globally (taken from Wikipedia) 
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Figure 8: CO2 emissions of different transport modes (taken from the BBC) 

Green Spaces 

Pollution in cities is a finite fact. It can be reduced to the bare minimum; though, 

it will never reach an absolute zero. An efficient method to counteract pollution is 

through green spaces such as parks and gardens which both generate oxygen from 

CO2 and serve as a public service for citizens and visitors alike. Some parks, for 

example, Hyde Park in London and Central Park in New York City, can even 

become tourist attractions. 

 

Figure 9: Green spaces and health (taken from the University of Washington) 
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Figure 10: Percentage of green spaces globally (taken from Smart Streets ahead) 

Recycling and Waste Management  

Improper waste management may cause a lot of pollution and may contribute to a 

less sustainable living environment. Waste management can be solved by using 

smart technological solutions.  

San Francisco, for example, has made efforts to combat waste. Currently, 80% of 

its trash is “diverted” from landfills, and in the next few years, the city hopes to 

recycle 100% of its waste.  

Yet, Sao Paulo clearly demonstrates that waste management can be done 

effectively in LEDCs as well. Sao Paulo has an elaborate recycling industry that is 

based on corporations of waste pickers, that help source cans, bottles, and other 

forms of waste, deliver those to collection points, and earn a living doing that. 

This is a classic win-win situation, which reduces unemployment, cleans the streets 

from waste, and makes the most out of it thanks to recycling. 
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Figure 11: Mismanaged plastic waste by region (taken from Our World in Data) 

Housing and Population Density 

As cities’ population increases, there are two main options – expand outwards or 

expand upwards. Skyscrapers have become a quintessential attribute of modern 

megacities, and they were created to make better use of the scarce land within city 

centers and their surroundings. However, when building such skyscrapers, city 

planners must take into consideration the possible consequences of an immediate 

influx of workers and residents and properly adapt the surrounding infrastructure 

so that it could properly contain such an influx from public transportation seats to 

driving lanes and up to public services such as schools and access to healthcare 

services. Improper management of the infrastructure and its capacity can cause 

traffic jams, increase air pollution, and also create a lot of frustration. 
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Cities and Urbanization in LEDCs 

As previously stated, rapid urbanization in LEDCs has begun in a considerable 

delay compared to the western world. It is possible to deduce from all the 

previous case studies that the process of urbanization is quite defined and has a 

few fundamental and characteristic stages: 

 Stage 0: Cities serve as commercial hubs for farmers and artisans, and 

usually have a pretty stable population size. 

 Stage 1: Industrialization processes create large-scale factories and 

employment centers, which are overall favorable concerning working in 

agriculture. Therefore, people are drawn to cities, and they begin growing 

in population size. 

 Stage 2: The cities, now with much bigger populations thrive economically 

and thus attract even more businesses and even more people. Meanwhile, 

overcrowding causes dire living conditions, poor sanitary conditions, 

negative consequences for health, and a lack of proper housing. 

 Stage 3: Cities manage to generate enough wealth to invest in developing 

new neighborhoods, fight dire living conditions, improve public services 

and promote sustainability. 

It is reasonable to assume that if the powerful cities of the developed world have 

only recently completed their transformation and are far from being fully 

sustainable, most urban areas still have a long way to go. As a result, they will 

probably require a considerable amount of help in order to “leapfrog” to the level 

of being able to become more sustainable without paying an expensive economic 

price. 
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Figure 12: The connection between GDP and pollution (taken from 

Our World in Data) 

 

Figure 13: Air pollution and GDP in London and New Delhi (taken 

from Our World in Data) 
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Conclusion  

Urbanization is an inevitable process that greatly contributes to economic and 

societal growth in modern times. However, it comes with a hefty environmental 

price that our world has been paying in recent centuries. 

At the moment most cities, including the wealthiest cities on Earth, still have 

much work to do to become more sustainable. Despite causing considerable 

environmental damages, cities contain great concentrations of population, and 

thus makes the environmental problems far easier to manage. By utilizing this 

advantage properly, this committee can vastly contribute to the future of 

environmental protection and sustainability. 

One critical point that must be considered is LEDCs, which account for a great 

portion of the global population and the vast majority of urban metropolises. 

Without any interference, these cities would need to wait for years in order to 

properly undertake sustainability as their challenge. Effective and elaborate 

solutions targeted directly at those countries and their megacities can perhaps be 

one of the most important achievements that this committee can achieve. 

We wish you the best of luck, 

Your committee chairs – Melilah and Guy 

Questions to Consider 

Familiarizing Questions 

 Is my country an LEDC or a developed nation? 

 How is my country affected by urbanization? 

 What is my country’s view on sustainability and environmental protection? 

 Are cities in my country sustainable? To what extent? 

 Is my country a signatory of the Paris Accord? 

 Does my country receive foreign aid for environmental purposes? 
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Clash-Oriented Questions 

 Which policies/programs of urban sustainability can cities/urban centers 

implement to solve economic, social, and environmental issues? 

 What is the role of urban authorities and local communities in promoting 

sustainable development? 

 Who is responsible for sustainable urban development in LEDCs? 

 Who should pay for efforts to promote sustainable urban growth in 

LEDCs? 

 Can and should the UN draft guidelines for sustainability standards of 
cities worldwide? 

 Should those guidelines be legally binding? 

 Should countries that violate them be sanctioned somehow? 

 What can be done to raise awareness for urban sustainability? 
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